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National Foster Care Data1

Number of children in foster care on Sept. 30, 2010 408,000

•	 Children	in	foster	care	on	Sept.	30,	2009 421,000

•	 Children	in	foster	care	on	Sept.	30,	2008 457,000

•	 Children	in	foster	care	on	Sept.	30,	2007 488,000

•	 Children	in	foster	care	on	Sept.	30,	2006 505,000

•	 Children	in	foster	care	on	Sept.	30,	2005 511,000

Total	number	of	children	in	foster	care	during	the	2010	federal	fiscal	year	(Oct.	2009-Sept.	2010)	 662,000

Children	in	foster	care	on	Sept.	30,	2010,	who	were	children	of	color 59%

Children	exiting	foster	care	in	FY	2010	who	had	been	in	care	for	one	year	or	more 53%

Children	exiting	foster	care	in	FY	2010	who	had	been	in	care	for	three	years	or	more 17%

Average number of placement changes per stay for children in foster care on Sept. 30, 2010 3.13

Number	of	youth	who	aged	out	of	foster	care	in	FY	2010 28,000

Results of Foster Care Studies

Children	in	foster	care	who	have	chronic	medical	problems 50%4

Alumni	(adults	formerly	in	foster	care)	who	experienced	seven	or	more	school	changes	(K-12) 65%5

Alumni who completed high school 74%6

Youth	aging	out	of	foster	care	who	plan	to	attend	college 70%8

•	 Alumni	who	completed	a	bachelor’s	degree 3%	-	11%9

Alumni who were employed at age 21 52%10

Alumni who became homeless for one day or more after aging out of foster care 22%5

Alumni	of	foster	care	who	suffer	from	post-traumatic	stress	disorder 25%5

Compare	to	84%	in	the	general	
population ages 25 to 347

Compare	to	28%	for	25-	to	 
34-year-olds	in	the	general	 
population7

Compare	to	44%	of	U.S.	 
child population2

Compare	to	range	of	2.6%	to	6.8%	
for ages 18 to 24 who are homeless 
in	U.S.	in	any	given	year12

Compare	to	66.6%	employment	rate	
for	ages	20-24	in	200811

This lifetime prevalence rate is similar 
to	that	of	many	U.S.	war	veterans
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